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The Dutch Hats Association (NHV) has 
been active since 2003. The association 
aims are to bring the hat back into 
fashion, promoting the craftsmanship of 
hat making and professionalism of the 
hatters/milliners. They have around 320 
members all from different backgrounds, 
and offer training, organise competitions, 
exhibitions and other social events. 

In 2006 they launched a competition 
with an exhibition under the title 
“With the Hat Around the World” 
“Met de Hoed Rond de Wereld” ‘The 
Continents’. For 2010 the theme was 
South America and the hats had to be 
received by the 31st of August. The first 
presentation of the entries took place in 
Utrecht on the 8th of November where 
more than 50 designs were selected 
and their work put on display at the 
Kunstuitleen in Utrecht, an institution 
known for its support and promotion 
of art works and reputable crafts. This 
year’s judges: Milou Hermus, painter 
and illustrator; Femina Fransman, 
Head of Marketing & Education at 
the Dutch Crafts Council; Sabrina De 
Volder, Belgian accessories designer; 
Carole Denford, Fashion Editor The Hat 
Magazine, came from a variety of art and 
design-led professions, thereby giving a 
wider appreciation of good design, use 
of colour and millinery craftsmanship. 
The judges selected 10 designs for the 
finals in January, names were announced 
and then the large audience enjoyed 
the presentation of the 50 hats worn on 
models.

The announcement of the winners 
and the prize giving was given during 
‘Hatters Day’ in Utrecht, and Marcella de 
Bruijne sent us this report:

The National Hatters/Milliners Day 

Above: Clementine Jesterhoudt collects her 
award. Photos left, clockwisw from top left: 
The 50 hats on display; The presentation in 
the afternoon; Judging the competition; The 
organisers and judges break for lunch
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2011 was a great success with more than 
200 happy visitors from Holland, Belgium 
and Germany. They all enjoyed the stalls, 
workshops, demonstrations, lectures, 
exposition, lottery,  and the award ceremony 
of the NHV contest 2010 and, to close the 
day, a fashion show. 

WINNERS OF THE 2010 COMPETITION FOR 
THE NHV PROFESIONAL AWARD: 

1st Sietje Dekker,
2nd Anneke Tepper,
3rd Clementine Jesterhoudt. 
- Clementine also won the NHV Public Award.
- Myra van der Korput came second in the 
public vote. 
- Alex Hospers came third.

(There’s no prize for 2 & 3 in the Public 
vote, but people like to know so they do 
receive a nice bunch of flowers and a bit 
of extra attention.) Winner of the NHV 
Profesional Award receives a special custom 
made Silver Hatpin. Second and Third 
receive Gift Certificates from ‘Van der Broek 
Hatmaterials’. Winner of the NHV Public 
Award receives a challenge cup and a 
financial contribution.

For further information contact the 
Secretary at info@hoedenvereniging.nl 
or Marcella de Bruijne at:  
evenementen@hoedenvereniging.nl 

If you would like information to 
participate in this year’s competition 
“Arctic/Antarctic” (Noord/Zuidpool), 
entryforms are available from: 
evenementen@hoedenvereniging.nl

Above: Sietje Dekker’s hat won first prize

Above: Anneke Tepper won third prize for her hat

Third prize went to Clementine Jesterhoudt


