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Landelijke Hoedendag 2011

National Milliner’s Day in the Netherlands

The Dutch Hat Association (De 

Nederlandse Hoeden Vereniging 

or NHV) recently celebrated their 

National Milliner’s Day in style. 

The event, held on January 22nd in 
Utrecht, attracted more than 200 visitors 
from Holland, Belgium and Germany. 
Those who went along thoroughly 

enjoyed a wide range of trade stalls, interesting workshops, demonstrations and 
lectures, millinery exhibits, a lottery, the awards ceremony of the 2010 NHV Hat 
Competition and a fashion show.

The NHV’s annual Hat Competition, Met de Hoed de Wereld Rond, translated With 

the Hat Around the World, had a South American theme this year. The shortlisted 
hats were presented at an Opening Show in November and were displayed at 
Utrecht’s Art Library until the end of December. Visitors to the exhibition could vote 
for their favourite hat. The three hats with the most votes won the Public Prizes, 
while the top three hats in the Professional Category were chosen by a jury. The 
winning hats are all pictured here, courtesy of the NHV. 1st Prize in the Professional 
Category went to Sietje Dekker, (right in above photo). Anneke Tepper won 2nd 
Prize and Clementine 
Jesterhoudt (left in above 
photo) won 3rd Prize. 
Clementine won two 
prizes as her unusual hat 
also came 1st in the Public 
vote. Myra van de Korput 
(centre in above photo) 
won 2nd Public Prize and 
Alex Hospers won 3rd. 
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The building where the celebrations 
took place was divided into eight 
rooms of various sizes. In one of the 
larger halls there were stalls selling 
hat making materials (below). Hat 
blocks, fabrics, buttons, feathers, 
hatboxes and all kinds of millinery 
supplies were available.

Visitors could register for a number 
of free workshops throughout the day. These covered topics like leather weaving, straw braiding (above 
right), making your own fabrics, arranging feathers and starting up your own business. Sewing giants Bernina 
came along to demonstrate how to make hats using their sewing machines and sergers (above left). Hat 

maker Robert van der Wateren also gave 
a fascinating lecture on European uniform 
headgear, past and present. 

After the workshops and lecture came lunch 
and then the presentation of the Competition 
awards. Finally, everyone was offered a festive 
drink (right) and a seat in the Great Hall for 

models not only showed hats (below), but also all kinds of fabric bags, necklaces, 
shawls and raincoats. The whole day was a great success. Marcella de Bruijne, of 
the NHV, said “Everywhere people were talking with each other, exchanging tips or 
just enjoying a cup of coffee. After the grand show it was time to start the journey 

home with new acquisitions and a head full 
of knowledge under our hats.”

Plans for the 2012 Landelijke Hoedendag and Hat Competition 

are already well under way. The theme for the next Competition 

is The Arctic/Antarctica and entry is open to all. Completed 

entry forms and fees must be received by the NHV by July 1st, 

2011 and the hat themselves by September 1st. Entry forms can 

be requested by emailing evenementen@hoedenvereniging.nl. 

To learn more, visit the NHV website. 

evenementen@hoedenvereniging.nl
http://www.brijn.eu/demo/

